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Program Talking Points 

 

Mission 

Connecting people to nature by conserving the lands and water on which life depends. 

Vision 

We envision a region of thriving natural habitats enjoyed and respected by the people who 

live in and visit the Inland Northwest. 

 

Protect Clean Waters 

 Lake Pend Oreille project Area: INLC is partnering with the Navy’s REPI program and 

private donors to help protect the last remaining large undeveloped lands around the 

southern end of the lake. This serves the Navy’s goals by reducing future development 

(and the associated noise pollution) impacts on their submarine testing facility in 

Bayview. The projects serve INLC’s interests by preserving valuable timberland habitat 

which in turn keeps the lake water clean. Lake Pend Oreille delivers a significant 

amount of water out of its southern end into the Aquifer. 

 Lower Coeur d’Alene River Basin: The lower Coeur d’Alene River basin is the collection 

point for decades of heavy metal contamination from the Silver Valley. These legacy 

mine wastes seriously degrade the habitat quality of this incredibly important riparian 

corridor causing the deaths of numerous critters, most famously of dozens, if not 

hundreds of migrating tundra and trumpeter swans every year. INLC is partnering with 

the US Department of Fish and Wildlife to place conservation easements on private 

lands in the river corridor for future Superfund restoration and mitigation, the outcome 

of which will be the removal or stabilization of some of these contaminants which, in 

addition to killing wildlife, ultimately wash into Lake Coeur d’Alene and potentially into 

the Spokane River and Aquifer. 



 

 

 Sacheen Springs and Long Lake: Avista is donating conservation easements to INLC on 

close to 1500 acres of highly valuable lands that it has purchased over the years as part 

of their mitigation requirements, ensuring that these lands will remain permanently 

protected in order to serve their ecosystem functions of buffering riparian zones at the 

headwaters of the Little Spokane River and along the shoreline of Long Lake. Many of 

the Long Lake lands are currently (and will continue to be) open to the public for 

access and recreation. (THE LONG LAKE PROJECT IS NOT COMPLETED, NOR HAVE 

WE MADE ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT THIS WORK.) 

Conserve Key Habitats 

 All of our “Water” projects also double as high quality “Habitat” projects, and we have 

a number of additional private easements in the works which we will go public with as 

they close. Much of this falls into the category of our “business as usual” work – 

projects that come across the transom thanks to our past and ongoing outreach and 

engagement with landowners. 

 The next phase in the coming years in this project area might be the addition of staff 

to conduct restoration work (in active partnership with landowners, agencies and other 

organizations) on the lands that we have protected. 

Connect People to Nature 

 Rimrock to Riverside: With the City Park Board’s unanimous approval of this project 

area we have been given the green light to actively pursue the completion of the 

vision to connect Palisades Park with Riverside State Park. Once completed (with a 

legal crossing of the R tracks) this will complete an 11 mile recreation and Habitat 

corridor leading from downtown Spokane northward to Long Lake. This project 

already is garnering public attention and support, and will likely generate much more 

as we embark on an effort to help raise the capital necessary to make the dream a 

reality. 

 With the support of our 3 year capacity building grant from the New Priorities 

Foundation we will be adding an additional conservation staff position in the near 

future. This Community Conservation Program Manager will be tasked with overseeing 

our “Connection” projects as well as the outreach and engagement program to 

support them. 

 Additional Connection projects that are looming on our horizon include (possibly) 

helping to protect the “Middle of the Little” and the private lands that are currently part 

of the Beacon Hill trail system. 

 


